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Standards mastery through critical thinking.
Do you want students to experience high levels of academic success? With our
classroom resources, educators will have the tools to design and implement
instruction aligned to the California Common Core State Standards and infused
with multiple practice opportunities that support student achievement. Learning
how to think is an integral part of academic achievement. Students who are
empowered to think critically have the skill set to succeed in the classroom,
to perform with confidence on assessments, and to face the demands and
complexities of the future.

“The function of education, therefore, is
to teach one to think intensively and to
think critically.”
—DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Why critical thinking?
With disciplined thought, students can reach their optimal potential and
enhance achievement. By thinking critically, students can process and
evaluate information at deeper levels, make informed decisions, solve complex
problems, and find reasonable solutions—resulting in mastery of concepts
and improved performance. When students are equipped with critical thinking
skills, they can succeed in school, lead productive lives, and be prepared to
face unknown challenges.
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Foster high-quality thinkers with the 9 Traits of
Critical Thinking.™
Each trait contributes to the development of skillful thinking and an environment
that supports deeper learning. Students become more effective critical thinkers
and problem solvers when they apply the 9 traits: Adapt, Examine, Create,
Communicate, Collaborate, Reflect, Strive, Link, and Inquire. By modeling and
teaching the critical thinking traits across the curriculum, educators can build a
thinking culture that supports student growth and achievement.

“The success of the future depends on
our ability to think critically.”
—SANDRA LOVE, Ed.D.

Why ThinkUp!™
To promote academic success, the integration of critical thinking must be a
visible and valued component of instruction. ThinkUp! equips educators with
resources that support a school-wide thinking culture and deepen student
engagement with CA CCSS-aligned content. Woven into a variety of learning
experiences are the 9 Traits of Critical Thinking™ that students use to strengthen
thinking and learning. ThinkUp! offers educators and students a path for
continual growth that leads to improved student achievement.
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 hinkUp! Foundations supports teachers and school leaders in establishing a
•• T
thinking culture throughout the school. (pg. 34–35)

Student Practice

All Mentoring Minds products
qualify for Title I funding.

CA CCSS
Instruction
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CLASSROOM RESOURCES

Bring Critical Thinking to Life!

Math | ELA | Science
GRADES K–8 | GRADES K–5 (SPANISH)

Team ThinkUp! introduces the 9 Traits of Critical Thinking™
through the lenses of Math, ELA, and Science content.
•• Suggested introductory activity
guides teachers to build background
knowledge before beginning the
Student Activity Book.

100

$

Class Pack

•• Ideas for cross-curricular application help
teachers extend the 9 Traits of Critical
Thinking™ beyond the Student Activity
Book to support the core curriculum.
•• Recommended concluding activity allows
students to reflect on traits and their
impact on learning.

•• Kindergarten introduces the 9 traits in
the context of a fairy tale, folktale, or fable
using poetic form and colorful illustrations.
Oral language development and critical
thinking are enhanced using a Shared
Reading approach for early learners.
•• Secondary grade-level instruction
focuses on poetry and applying the
9 traits.

•• In Grades 1–6, texts feature people,
animals, events, or literary characters to
model each trait.

Grade 6 Teacher Edition Sample

Develop a common language to know and
understand critical thinking at the classroom
level with Team ThinkUp!

e

t Edition Sampl

Grade 6 Studen

Team ThinkUp! equips students with the ability to recognize and make connections
for making their thinking visible to others. Team ThinkUp! encourages students to
self-assess their understanding and usage of the critical thinking traits during learning.

10

| PHONE 844-311-2076

| FAX 800-838-8186

Shop online at mentoringminds.com | 11

CLASSROOM RESOURCES

Bring Critical Thinking to Life!

Math | ELA | Science
GRADES K–8 | GRADES K–5 (SPANISH)

e

t Edition Sampl

Grade 2 Studen

About Grade K
Introduces the 9 traits in the context of
a fairy tale, folktale, or fable using poetic
form and colorful illustrations. Activities
enhance oral language development
and equip teachers to facilitate critical
thinking conversations.

$

Team ThinkUp!™ CLASS PACK
Grade K
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 6
Secondary

English

Spanish

5002300
5002310
5002320
5002330
5002340
5002350
5002360
5002390

5002308
5002318
5002328
5002338
5002348
5002358

100

Class Pack
Class Pack includes 20 Student
Activity Books, one Teacher Guide, and
one 9 Traits of Critical Thinking™ Poster.
Special pricing available for school- or
district-wide purchases. Call for a quote.
Add on Team ThinkUp! 5-Pack for only
$25. The 5-Pack includes five Student
Activity Books.

Grade 5 Student Edition Sam

ple

Critical thinking skills prepare students for life
beyond the classroom.
Students with critical thinking and problem-solving skills can interpret and evaluate what
they read, see, and hear which prepares them for success outside the classroom.

12
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CA CCSS Instruction through Critical Thinking

CLASSROOM RESOURCES

ELA

LEVELS 1–6

About the Student Edition

About the Teacher Edition

 ffers literary and informational texts that
•• O
introduce cross-curricular connections in
social studies and science.


that 100% of the CA CCSS for ELA are
•• Assures
addressed with evidence-based strategies to
help teachers scaffold high-quality instruction.

•• Includes assessment components:
(a) selected-response items that assess
student comprehension and analysis of the
unit text

•• Offers units that are organized by focus CA
CCSS with explanations of the standards to
support planning and instruction and that
support any ELA scope and sequence.

(b) selected-response items that assess
revising and editing standards
(c) constructed-response items that assess
student critical thinking
•• Provides writing practice with Journal prompts
related to the unit text and recursive practice
of language and reading standards in
Motivation Station.

100% of the CA CCSS for ELA.

•• Includes activities that stimulate critical
thinking as evidenced by coding to Depth of
Knowledge and Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy.
•• Provides online access to content that allows
teachers to plan from anywhere and use
interactive whiteboards to teach content.

addresses

High-interest reading passages and activities support students as they read, write,
speak, and listen and develop critical thinking skills.

Level 4
Student Edition Sample

14
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CLASSROOM RESOURCES

CA CCSS Instruction through Critical Thinking

ELA
LEVELS 1–6

Level 4 Student Edition Sample

Name __________________________________________

Unit 7 Extended Practice

What do McDonalds™, Disney®, Target®, and Nike® have in common? They are all
companies that have logos. Children too young to read can identify them. Logos are designs or
pictures that companies use to represent their products. Companies use logos in the media to
help people recognize and remember the products. Some logos have pictures and words. Other
logos have only pictures. Effective logos catch the viewer’s eye and are easy to remember
whether printed as small as postage stamps or as large as billboards. Many logos use
geometric shapes such as circles, rectangles, and triangles. These shapes appeal to the eyes
of consumers. Another feature of a good logo is that it is timeless because it does not change
often. Not all logos are displayed using color. Good logos must be as interesting in black and
white as they are in color. Some logos often used in the media are pictured below.

Total Motivation ELA
includes high-quality
lessons and meaningful
practice that support
student mastery of the
reading, writing, speaking,
and listening CA CCSS.

1.

Which word from the story means
shared equally by two or more?

2.

3.

How is the information in the paragraph
organized?

A “common”

A in the order of events

B “represent”

B in order of importance

C “media”

C from problem to solution

D “appeal”

D from main idea to supporting details

This paragraph is mainly about

As low as

Get Media Smart

4.

A the top four logos.

$

Total Motivation ELA
LEVEL
Level 1
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5
Level 6

Teacher
50611
50621
50631
50641
50651
50661

Student
50610
50620
50630
50640
50650
50660

1245

per student
With Total Motivation, one Teacher Edition is
included with every 20 Student Editions purchased.
Total Motivation’s online platform features include
whiteboard compatibility, 1-to-1 licensing for
teachers, and access to student assignments and
reporting. Special pricing available for school- or
district-wide purchases. Contact your Account
Executive for more information.

Supports planning and
instruction of the critical
thinking required for students
to master the CA CCSS.

20–99
100–399
400–749
750+

•
•
•
•

$14.45 per student
$13.45 per student
$12.45 per student
Call for pricing

Minimum order: 20 students per level.
$29.95 per additional teacher edition.
For larger quantities, call for pricing.

HELPFUL RESOURCE

CA CCSS Mastery Series

Design and execute instruction leading
to student mastery of the CA CCSS.
See page 34 for more details and pricing.

Do you think logos are important? Why
or why not?

B logos with pictures.

____________________________________

C the history of logos.

____________________________________

D the visual appeal of logos.

____________________________________

✁

Unit 8

Unit Instructional
Plans
Parent Activities:
It Takes Two!

1. Watch television commercials with your child. Observe techniques the media uses to
attract consumers.

Critical Thinking

2. Help your child examine the packaging of different products. Identify how the
packaging appeals to your child.

(student page 90)

Analysis/Analyze

3. View websites and magazines for children. Discuss the advertisements with your child.
82

ILLEGAL TO COPY

Answers may vary. Student responses might include: The stars on the horse match the name of the
cereal and the shape of the cereal; the letter S is on the jockey’s silks; the jockey is famous so she could
be considered a “Star”; the jockey is smiling because she knows the cereal has a great taste and makes
you smack your lips.

motivationela™LEVEL 4

mentoringminds.com

(RL.4.10, RF.4.3, RF.4.4, W.4.2, W.4.9a, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, DOK: 3, Bloom’s/RBT: Analysis/Analyze)

Evaluation/Evaluate
Answers may vary. Student responses should include a famous person whose picture might be chosen
for a box of cereal with a reasonable support for that choice.
(RL.4.10, W.4.1, W.4.1b, W.4.9a, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, DOK: 3, Bloom’s/RBT: Evaluation/Evaluate)

Synthesis/Create
Answers may vary. Student responses should include an original paragraph that extends “It Takes Two!”.
(RL.4.10, RF.4.3, RF.4.4, W.4.3, W.4.9a, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, DOK: 3, Bloom’s/RBT: Synthesis/Create)

Motivation Station
(student page 91)

Answers:
“Try Crunchy-Pop,” said Monique.
Julie explained, “Crunchy-Pop is sweet and delicious.”
“Crunchy-Pop is goodness in a bowl,” said Brooks.
John Mark replied, “You will like Crunchy-Pop if you try it.”
“Crunchy-Pop never gets soggy,” said Reggie.
“It is my favorite,” added Hayden. “I eat it every morning for breakfast.”
(L.4.2b, DOK: 1, Bloom’s/RBT: Application/Apply)

Level 4 Teacher Edition Sample, seen on whiteboard
Journal
(student page 91)

Answers may vary. Student responses should include a personal narrative about a time the student was
disappointed.

16

(W.4.3, W.4.9a, W.4.10, L.4.1, L.4.1h, L.4.2, L.4.3, DOK: 3, Bloom’s/RBT: Synthesis/Create)
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Level 4
Student Edition Sample

Shop online at mentoringminds.com | 17

CLASSROOM RESOURCES

NGSS Instruction

Science
LEVEL 5

As low as

Total Motivation Science for the Next Generation
LEVEL

Level 5 Teacher Edition Sample,
seen on whiteboard

Level 5

Teacher
59051

Student
59050

Unit 4: Space Systems: Stars and the Solar System
Module 11: How Does Gravity Act on Objects?

student pages 81–88

Learning Goals: Students gather evidence to support an argument that a gravitational force causes objects to move toward the center of Earth. To
successfully develop these concepts, students should understand push/pull forces, identify Earth as spherical, be able to use evidence to support
arguments, and recognize cause-and-effect relationships. As students form answers to the question “How does gravity act on objects?” they continue to
refine their understanding of cause and effect.

[Clarification Statement: “Down” is a local description of the direction that points toward the center of the spherical Earth.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include mathematical
representation of gravitational force.]

Additional Performance Expectations (PE): 5-ESS1-2, 3-5-ETS1-2
Science and Engineering Practices (SEP):
• Asking Questions and Defining Problems
• Developing and Using Models
• Planning and Carrying Out Investigations
• Analyzing and Interpreting Data
• Using Mathematics and Computational Thinking
• Constructing Explanations and Designing Solutions
• Engaging in Argument from Evidence
• Obtaining, Evaluating, and Communicating Information

fully addresses
the NGSS and brings science to life with handson investigations.
for the Next Generation™

Disciplinary Core Ideas (DCI):
• PS2.B: Types of Interactions
• ESS1.B: Earth and the Solar System
• ETS1.B: Developing Possible Solutions

1245

per student

With Total Motivation, one Teacher
Edition is included with every 20 Student
Editions purchased. Total Motivation’s
online platform features include whiteboard
compatibility, 1-to-1 licensing for teachers,
and access to student assignments and
reporting. Special pricing available for
school- or district-wide purchases. Contact
your Account Executive for more information.
20–99
100–399
400–749
750+

Performance Expectation (PE): 5-PS2-1
• Support an argument that the gravitational force exerted by Earth on objects is directed down.

$

•
•
•
•

$14.45 per student
$13.45 per student
$12.45 per student
Call for pricing

Minimum order: 20 students per level.
$29.95 per additional teacher edition.
For larger quantities, call for pricing.

Crosscutting Concepts (CCC):
• Patterns
• Cause and Effect
• Scale, Proportion, and Quantity
• Systems and System Models

Nature of Science (NOS): Scientific Investigations Use a Variety of Methods; Scientific Knowledge is Based on Empirical Evidence; Scientific Knowledge
is Open to Revision in Light of New Evidence; Scientific Models, Laws, Mechanisms, and Theories Explain Natural Phenomena; Science is a Way of
Knowing; Scientific Knowledge Assumes an Order and Consistency in Natural Systems; Science is a Human Endeavor; Science Addresses Questions
About the Natural and Material World

Level 5
Student Edition Sample

Engineering Design (ED): Designing Solutions to Engineering Problems
Science, Technology, Society, and the Environment (STSE): Influence of Engineering, Technology, and Science on Society and the Natural World
State Standards Connections: ELA/Literacy: RI.5.1, RI.5.9, W.5.1
NGSS Lead States. 2013. Next Generation Science Standards: For States, By States. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press.

Learning Progression: In kindergarten, students designed and carried out investigations to compare the effects of different strengths and directions
of pushes or pulls on the motion of an object. In grade 3, students designed and carried out investigations determining the effects of balanced and
unbalanced forces on the motion of an object.

Based on the 5E Model of Learning, this curriculum weaves together three-dimensional
learning experiences to build knowledge across all curricular areas and support NGSS
implementation and STEM practices.

About the Teacher Edition

 igorous, standards-based content
•• R
provides three-dimensional learning
experiences and connects science to
math and ELA/literacy.

•• 1 6 modules organized by NGSS
Performance Expectation follow the 5E
Model of Learning, beginning with a
fundamental question to guide exploration.

 ngaging activities integrate STEM
•• E
practices, supporting inquiry and
collaboration, permitting multiple
answers, and accepting failure as a
learning opportunity.

 undreds of instructional strategies support
•• H
NGSS implementation by integrating
Science and Engineering Practices,
Crosscutting Concepts, and Disciplinary
Core Ideas.

•• Scientific investigations encourage
students to develop solutions to
challenges and real-world problems.

•• Activities and items are coded to the NGSS
Performance Expectations, Science and
Engineering Practices, Disciplinary Core
Ideas, Crosscutting Concepts, Nature of
Science, Engineering Design, CCSS ELA,
CCSS Math, Depth of Knowledge, and
Bloom’s Taxonomy (Original and Revised).

•• A wide variety of assessment items
and question formats familiarize
students with the rigor and format of
high-stakes assessments.

Unit 4

18

About the Student Edition

mentoringminds.com

motivationscience™LEVEL 5

ILLEGAL TO COPY
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CA CCSS Instruction through Critical Thinking

CLASSROOM RESOURCES

Math
LEVELS 1–6

Student Edition

Teacher Edition

•• Rigorous, CA CCSS-aligned content embeds
critical thinking into lessons, placing an
emphasis on mathematical processes as well
as the final solution.


of the Math CA CCSS are unpacked
•• 100%
and explained for each grade level to equip
teachers with in-depth knowledge of the
standards.

•• Hands-on activities using manipulatives and
pictorial representations connect mathematics
to the everyday lives of students.


organized by focus standard
•• Units
include hundreds of engaging activities
and interventions to support instruction,
reinforcement, and re-teaching.

•• Various assessment items and question
formats familiarize students with the format
and rigor of high-stakes assessments.

•• Activities and items are coded to the CA
CCSS, Depth of Knowledge, and Revised
Bloom’s Taxonomy.
•• Online access to content allows teachers
to plan from anywhere and use interactive
whiteboards to teach content.
Level 5
Student Edition Sample

addresses 100%
of the CA CCSS for Mathematics and prepares
students to excel on high-stakes assessments.
The award-winning curriculum helps students learn how to apply critical thinking skills
to rigorous, standards-based content.

20

| PHONE 844-311-2076

| FAX 800-838-8186
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CLASSROOM RESOURCES

CA CCSS Instruction through Critical Thinking

Math
LEVELS 1–6

Level 3 Student Edition Sample

As low as

Name __________________________________________

Unit 24 Assessment

Total Motivation Math
unpacks and explains
all the standards and
gives teachers access
to proven instructional
strategies for planning
content-driven lessons,
differentiating instruction,
and creating thinkingcentered classrooms.
Unit 4
Standard 4.OA.B.4

Standard 3.MD.D.8

1. Use a ruler to measure the sides of this
quadrilateral to the nearest centimeter.

3. Cyndi has a sheet of 1-inch square stickers.
Her sheet of stickers has 6 rows of 5 stickers
as shown. Cyndi tears off the bottom 2 rows of
stickers and gives them to her brother. What is
the new perimeter of Cyndi’s sheet of stickers?

What is the perimeter of the quadrilateral?
A 30 cm

C 22 cm

B 24 cm

D 11 cm

2. Mr. Martin strings lights around a rectangular
window of his house. He uses 32 feet of lights.

not drawn to scale

A 24 in

C 20 in

B 22 in

D 18 in

6 ft

B

Student
50710
50720
50730
50740
50750
50760

With Total Motivation, one Teacher Edition is
included with every 20 Student Editions purchased.
Total Motivation’s online platform features include
whiteboard compatibility, 1-to-1 licensing for
teachers, and access to student assignments and
reporting. Special pricing available for school- or
district-wide purchases. Contact your Account
Executive for more information.

20–99
100–399
400–749
750+

•
•
•
•

$14.45 per student
$13.45 per student
$12.45 per student
Call for pricing

Minimum order: 20 students per level.
$29.95 per additional teacher edition.
For larger quantities, call for pricing.

HELPFUL RESOURCE

CA CCSS Mastery Series

Design and execute instruction leading
to student mastery of the CA CCSS.
See page 34 for more details and pricing.

C 12 ft

A 18 units

C 2 units

Identify Factor Pairs, Multiples, Prime and
BComposite
10 ft
D 20 ft
Numbers

B 16 units

D 1 unit

5. The perimeter of this figure is 38 centimeters. The missing lengths of two sides are the same.

Suggested Instructional Activities

6 cm

1. The teacher explains that finding multiples is like skip counting. The class plays games such as
“Buzz” to emphasize skip counting. When playing “Buzz,” students count, but8say
cm “buzz” at the
multiples of a given number. For example, if the given number is 4, the students would count as
follows: 1, 2, 3, buzz, 5, 6, 7, buzz, 9, 10, 11, buzz, and so on. An individual student may count, or 8 cm
the game can be played as a class game in which students stand and count as if numbering off. If
a student misses the “buzz” or calls an incorrect number, he/she sits down. Play continues, skip
6 cm
counting to greater numbers until only one player is left standing.
not drawn to scale

(DOK 2, Bloom’s Level: Comprehension/Understand)
148

Students repeat the activity and write factor pairs for
other target numbers. The teacher names a prime
number on the chart and asks these questions.

Level 1
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5
Level 6

Teacher
50711
50721
50731
50741
50751
50761

not drawn to scale

What is the length of Mr. Martin’s window?

• How do you know?

LEVEL

1245

per student

Teach math in
real-world contexts.

A

A 5 ft

• Can there be more factor pairs than you see on the
multiplication chart?

Total Motivation Math

4. Figure A and Figure B are shown on this grid.

How much longer is the perimeter of Figure B
than Figure A?

2. The teacher provides multiplication charts and colored
pencils to students. Then the teacher displays a
number. Students circle the given number as many
times as it is found in the products on the chart and
identify the factor pairs for the number using the
column and row headings on the chart. The teacher
asks these questions.

$

x

1

2

3

ILLEGAL TO COPY

4

5

6

7

8

9

5

6

7

8

9

1

1

2

3

4

2

2

4

6

8 10 12 14 16 18

3

3

6

9 12 15 18 21 24 27

4

4

8 12 16 20 24 28 32 34

5

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

6

6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54

7

7 14 21 28 35 42 49 56 63

8

8 16 24 32 40 48 56 64 72

9

9 18 27 36 45 54 63 72 81

What is the missing length of each side that is not labeled?
Show your work.

Answer:

motivationmath™LEVEL 3

mentoringmindsonline.com

• How many times is the number listed as a product?
• Is this true for all prime numbers?
Then the teacher names a composite product on the chart and asks these questions.
• How many times does this number appear as a product?
• Is this true for all composite numbers?

Level 5 Teacher Edition Sample, seen on whiteboard

• What observations can you make from your investigation? (Prime number products are listed
exactly two times while composite number products may be listed three or more times.)
(DOK 3, Bloom’s Level: Analysis/Analyze)

22

Level 3
Teacher Edition Sample

| PHONE 844-311-2076
66

ILLEGAL TO COPY

motivationmath

™

LEVEL 4

mentoringminds.com
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CLASSROOM RESOURCES

Encourage Math Talk

Vocabulary Adventure
LEVELS 1–5

Teach Content Vocabulary Using a Systematic Approach

H

E

’ CHOICE
RS

SM

A
W

D

TE

AR

AC

•• Enhances mathematics vocabulary development
through critical thinking, problem solving, and
journaling activities

E

R

I

N

L

A

E

FOR THE
CLASSROOM

NI

NG MAG
®

AZ

•• Identifies essential mathematics vocabulary
terms from the Common Core State Standards
with a definition and, when appropriate, a
graphical representation
•• Guides students to higher-level thinking and
enhances vocabulary meaning with depth and
complexity
•• Incorporates engaging problem-solving activities
while integrating important process and
communication skills
 ncourages students to construct word
•• E
meanings using linguistic and non-linguistic
approaches

•• Requires students to reach higher levels of
thinking through a progression of activities
based on the levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy
(Original and Revised)
•• Includes a teacher guide with each set of
student editions

Math Vocabulary Adventure
LEVEL
Level 1
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5

17510
17520
17530
17540
17550

Bulk Pricing:
10–24
25–99
100–399
400+

•
•
•
•

As low as

1095

$

per student

$12.95/student
$11.95/student
$10.95/student
Call for pricing

vocabularyadventure

Address concepts that are essential to success in mathematics—vocabulary, critical
thinking, and problem solving. In this series, students communicate and explain their
reasoning using the language of mathematics.

24

| PHONE 844-311-2076

| FAX 800-838-8186
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CLASSROOM RESOURCES

Assessments

Math | Reading
LEVELS 2–5

Math Assessments

Reading Assessments

•• Offer selected-response and open-response
item formats

 rovide practice with selected response,
•• P
constructed response, and performance task
writing formats that require comprehension
and analysis of texts and responses based on
the texts

 rovide clear and easy-to-read graphics,
•• P
tables, and graphs

 ffer literary and informational reading
•• O
selections from a variety of genres

As low as

Assessments
MATH
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5

READING
17620
17630
17640
17650

495

$

Bulk Pricing:

Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5

18120
18130
18140
18150

10–24
25–99
100–399
400+

•
•
•
•

per student

$6.95/student
$5.95/student
$4.95/student
Call for pricing

Minimum order of 10 print editions per
level for the applicable school year.

It’s all about student confidence. Students
benefit from rigorous practice items in a variety
of assessment formats.
•• Practice with a variety of question
formats that incorporate items with
rigorous, multi-step structure
•• Forms A and B provide opportunities
to monitor student performance
and assess all Common Core State
Standards in each respective grade
level

26

| PHONE 844-311-2076
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•• Answer Keys code each assessment
item to Hess’s Cognitive Rigor Matrix
•• Chart Your Success tool allows
students to monitor individual
performance and set personal goals

Level 3 Math
Assessment Sample Page
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CLASSROOM RESOURCES

Customized Assessments
Mentoring Minds, in partnership with Key Data Systems,
is happy to introduce Itematica!
Meet all students’ needs!
Itematica supports differentiated
instruction all year with the ability
to customize items for additional
practice and assessment.

Subject Coverage
ELA | Grades K−12
Math | Grades K−12
includes Geometry,
Algebra, Pre-Calculus
Social Studies |
Grades 2−12
US History

NGSS | Grades 3−12
Aligned to CDE
Instructional Segments
Trans-adapted Spanish |
Grades K−8
Math and ELA

Contact us for pricing and to schedule a demo!

Build and customize your own assessments.
Itematica gives educators a truly comprehensive online K−12 assessment solution, with
access to content from Inspect® including:
 iving Item Bank with more than
•• L
100,000 items* written to today’s
rigorous college and career readiness
standards.
•• Item Attributes can be used during
test creation, reporting, and filtering.
Mathematics and ELA items include
DOK (Levels 1–3), Revised Bloom’s
Taxonomy, and SBAC and PARCC
attribute alignments (e.g., claims,
sub-claims, targets, etc.). Mathematics
items are also aligned to the
Standards for Mathematical Practice.

•• High-Quality Passages that go
beyond literary texts, offering complex
history, technology, and sciencebased content to support the shifts
necessary for college- and careerreadiness.
•• Technology-Enhanced Item Types—
Offering the most comprehensive
array of item types in the industry,
Itematica includes all item types
currently used in the high-stakes
testing environment.
*Feature availability and item counts vary by state.
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EDUCATOR RESOURCES

Critical Thinking in the Classroom

Teacher | Principal
“Thinking is skilled work. It is not true that we are naturally endowed with
the ability to think clearly and logically—without learning how, or without
practicing.” —ALFRED MANDER

NEW!

Table of Contents

Table of Contents
Chapter 3

Introduction The Importance of Critical Thinking

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

1

What Is Critical Thinking?
The Need for Critical Thinking
Critical Thinking and Content-Area Standards
Critical Thinking and Cognitive Engagement
School and Classroom Integration
Structure of the Book

4
6
9
9
11
14

Thinking Frameworks

19

Revised Bloom’s Cognitive Taxonomy (RBT)
Webb’s Depth of Knowledge Framework (DOK)
Hess’ Cognitive Rigor Matrices (CRM)

22
38
40

Creating a Culture of Critical Thinking

47

Promote a Safe, Engaging Environment
Create an Engaging Physical Environment
Focus on Learning and Thinking
Develop a Common Language
Model Thinking
Nurture Student Conversation
Allow Think Time
Cultivate Characteristics of High-quality Thinkers
Provide Opportunities for Thinking
Introduce Thinking Routines
Promote Thinking with Supportive
Relationships and Interactions
Recognizing a Thinking Classroom

49
51
52
54
57
59
61
62
66
69

Chapter 4

Strategies that Promote
Critical Thinking

79

Implement Thinking Routines
Develop Ways to Document Thinking
Promote Collaborative Discussions
Incorporate Interpretive Exercises
Facilitate Student Self-Assessment and Reflection

84
87
97
104
118

Critical Thinking and
Student Movement

127

Kinesthetic Learning
Critical Thinking and Movement
Instructional Strategies Fusing Movement
with Critical Thinking
Student Response Methods
Movement with a Purpose

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

71
75

129
131
132
148
149

Critical Thinking Acronyms
and Organizers

153

Critical Thinking Acronyms
Graphic Organizers
Digital Tools to Create Graphic Organizers
Other Digital Visual Tools
Using Graphic Organizers in the Classroom
Assessing Organizers

155
171
185
187
189
190

Fusing Critical Thinking
with Digital Tools

195

Digital Learning
Digital Tools and Critical Thinking
Digital Tools and Classroom Integration
Digital Tools and Formative Assessment
Implementing Digital Tools

198
200
204
215
217

Also available on Amazon!
A must-have book for every
educator!
“This product is ideal for
Professional Learning
Communities. It is a great book
study for educators with immediate
classroom applications.”
–TEXAS EDUCATOR

vii

viii

Lay the foundation for student growth
and achievement.
By teaching and modeling critical thinking skills in the context of
content instruction, we can help all students become active,
hands-on learners—learners who ask questions, collaborate
with their classmates, strive to master concepts, and reflect on
ideas they encounter.
This book provides a foundation for teaching critical thinking
in K–12 classrooms, including over 100 practical tools and
strategies to ensure effective implementation. A variety of thinking
frameworks and other research from leading educational experts
help to frame the practical ideas.

$24.95 ea.
SKU 1002600
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EDUCATOR RESOURCES

ThinkUp! Foundations

Teacher | Principal
ELEMENTARY | SECONDARY

ThinkUp! Foundations
guides educators in
developing strong thinkers
for a lifetime of learning.

NEW!

ThinkUp!™ Foundations
ELEMENTARY
Principal
Teacher

2003400
2003500

20

$

each*
*Special pricing
available for schoolor district-wide
purchases.

SECONDARY
Principal
Teacher

2003460
2003560

Build a school-wide culture based on the
9 Traits of Critical Thinking.™
Classroom and school culture shapes students’ development as thinkers and learners.
ThinkUp! Foundations guides educators as they create a thinking culture that promotes
student engagement, deeper understanding, and a lifetime of learning.
•• Establish a common language
with the 9 Traits of Critical
Thinking™: Adapt, Examine, Create,
Communicate, Collaborate, Inquire,
Link, Reflect, and Strive.
•• Integrate critical thinking across the
curriculum with suggested strategies
and activities.
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•• Learn to identify and nurture the
9 traits as students practice them
in academic work and social
interactions.
•• Foster teacher development, student
growth, and family engagement.
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EDUCATOR RESOURCES

CA CCSS Mastery Series

Teacher | Principal
LEVELS 1–6

$2495

CA CCSS Mastery Series
MATH
Level 1
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5
Level 6

2001310
2001320
2001330
2001340
2001350
2001360

ELA
Level 1
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5
Level 6

each

2003610
2003620
2003630
2003640
2003650
2003660

Bulk Pricing
Mix and Match Flip Charts:
1–10
$24.95 ea.
11–20
$23.95 ea.
21–30
$22.95 ea.
31+
$19.95 ea.

The CA CCSS Mastery Series features all the
standards in subject-specific flip charts to help
you plan CA CCSS-focused instruction.
The CA CCSS Mastery Series from Mentoring Minds guides educators as they design
and execute instruction leading to student mastery of the standards for Math and ELA.
CA CCSS Mastery Series flip charts include:
•• Grade-level and content-speciﬁc
standards and other helpful
information in a teacher-friendly format
•• Each speciﬁc standard unpacked on
an individual panel
•• Student outcomes for mastery of
the standard, common errors and
misconceptions, teacher-to-teacher
tips, critical thinking prompts,
vocabulary support, activities to build
student mastery, and assessments to
monitor student progress
36
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•• Additional components including
Glossary, Formative Assessments,
Critical Thinking Traits, and Critical
Thinking Frameworks (DOK, RBT, CRM)
•• Support for collaborative instructional
conversations
•• Valuable resources applicable for
teacher training, grade-level meetings,
and team meetings
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Critical Thinking and Instructional Support

Teacher | Principal
Shop our entire collection of Educator Resources at
mentoringminds.com/educator-resources

Help students develop and improve their
questioning and thinking skills with ThinkUp!
Critical Thinking Student Wheels and Teacher Guide.

Critical Thinking Educator Wheel

DOK–RBT Wheel

Questioning prompts and ideas to promote
deeper levels of thinking and spark
discussion among students.

Easy access to two critical thinking models,
Depth of Knowledge and Revised Bloom’s
Taxonomy, plus ideas for application.

$9.95 ea.

$9.95 ea.

See page 39 for bulk pricing
English · SKU 30100 | Spanish · SKU 30108

See page 39 for bulk pricing
SKU 31100

The ThinkUp! Critical Thinking Student Wheels for levels 1–3, 4–5, and 6–12 offer quick-andeasy access to critical thinking stems based on Bloom’s Taxonomy. The wheels also feature the
9 Traits of Critical Thinking that when fully applied help students become active and productive
thinkers as they face challenges, solve problems, make decisions, and complete tasks.

NG MAG
®

AZ

I

A

E

E
NI

A

R

I

N

AC

TE

E
N

R

SM

D

A

HOIC
S’ C
E

AR

| FAX 800-838-8186

I

Critical Thinking Guide
Quick reference for questioning stems,
strategies, and activities focused on
critical and creative thinking.
See page 39 for bulk pricing
SKU 24000
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$14.95 ea.

38

®

E

*Class Pack includes 20 Student
Wheels and one Teacher Guide
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ThinkUp! Critical Thinking Student Wheels and Teacher Guide
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The Teacher Guide helps educators deepen the impact of the student use of the wheels in
the classroom. The recommended guide contains strategies and activities teachers can use
to address Bloom’s Taxonomy, promote a thinking-centered environment, and cultivate the
nine traits that lead to skillful thinking.

Differentiated Instruction
Guide
Easy access to techniques, tools,
and strategies that promote
differentiation and address the
needs of diverse learners.

$14.95 ea.
See page 39 for bulk pricing
SKU 28000

Assessments Guide
Quickly identify students’ understanding
of content with formative assessment
strategies that reveal learning gaps and
nurture academic improvement.

$14.95 ea.
See page 39 for bulk pricing
SKU 27900
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Evidence-based strategies right at your fingertips

Teacher | Principal
Shop our entire collection of Educator Resources at
mentoringminds.com/educator-resources

The Principal
Success Series
The Principal Success Series gathers practical
advice and actionable ideas from experienced
educators to help school leaders improve their
school’s instruction and learning environment.

Mix & Match
and Save

A

D

TE

AC

SM

AR

Bulk Pricing: Buy 11–20 for $8.95 ea. • 21+ for $7.95 ea.
Best Walkthrough Practices SKU 19300
Parent, Family, and Community Engagement SKU 1000200
(Also available) Critical Thinking for School Leaders SKU 1000300

E
R

I

N

A

E

$9.95 ea.

E

FOR THE
CLASSROOM
L

Best Walkthrough Practices helps principals gather
evidence on instructional practices in the classroom
and improve their classroom walkthroughs (also
known as learning walks, data walks, or quick visits).

H

NI

NG MAG
®

AZ

Math Manipulatives
Flip Chart

A multi-tiered system of supports
for preventing academic failure and
addressing behavioral concerns using a
Response to Intervention (RTI) framework.

Dozens of ideas and strategies for using
manipulatives to improve math instruction
(for grade levels 3–5).

SM

A
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TE

®

R

NI

NG MAG
®

AZ

I

ELL Strategies Guide

Behavior Strategies Guides

Intervention Strategies Guide

Techniques and strategies for
teaching English Language Learners,
including ways to engage parents
and recognize the role that culture
plays in learning.

Strategies and tips to create a
disciplined environment that fosters
effective learning.

Research-based academic and
behavioral intervention strategies that
address diverse learning needs.

$14.95 ea.

$14.95 ea.

See right for bulk pricing
K–5: SKU 20100 • 6–12: SKU 20160

See right for bulk pricing
SKU 20300

$14.95 ea.
See right for bulk pricing
SKU 26000
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See right for bulk pricing
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GUIDES
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31–60
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See right for bulk pricing
SKU 23000

ER

FLIP CHARTS
1–10
$24.95 ea.
11–20
$23.95 ea.
21–30
$22.95 ea.
$19.95 ea.
31+

Multi-Tiered System of Supports
(MTSS) Flip Chart

$24.95 ea.

H

EDUCATOR WHEELS
1–10
$9.95 ea.
11–20
$8.95 ea.
21+
$7.95 ea.

W

Parent, Family, and Community Engagement
for principals contains articles that share insight,
information, and effective strategies or techniques
for engaging parents, families, and community
leaders in school activities and programs.

’ CHOICE
RS

California Master Instructional
Strategies Flip Chart
Hundreds of instructional strategies
from the major instructional schools of
thought that meet the diverse needs
of all learners.

$24.95 ea.
See right for bulk pricing
SKU 24300
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All Mentoring Minds resources qualify for Title I funding.
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Itematica
Math Assessments

Additional Resources

Motivation Math Vocabulary Adventure
Reading Assessments
Team ThinkUp! Student/Teacher
Total Motivation ELA Student/Teacher
Total Motivation Math Student/Teacher
Total Motivation Science for the
Next Generation Student/Teacher

EDUCATOR RESOURCES (in alphabetical order)

Funding Sources 43

Accommodations Wheel

Product Implementation 44
Quote Request Form 46

ADD/ADHD Wheel
Assessments Guide
Behavior Strategies Guide

9 Traits of Critical Thinking 48

Best Practices Wheel
Best Walkthrough Practices

Critical Thinking for School Leaders

Differentiated Instruction Guide
DOK/RBT Wheel
English Language Learners Strategies Guide
Intervention Strategies Guide
Math Manipulatives Flip Chart
Multi-Tiered System of Supports Flip Chart
Parent and Family Engagement
Parent, Family, and Community Engagement
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HANDS-ON SUPPORT

Product Implementation
Learn how to use your Mentoring Minds products to their fullest potential with our
customer orientation and customized professional development.
Get connected.

Get started.

As our customer, you’ll have a dedicated
Customer Engagement Specialist
providing support all year long.
•• Point person available to help any time
•• Proactive check-ins throughout the year
•• Success planning throughout the year

Get trained.

We’ll help set you up for success.
•• Schedule a quick call with your Customer
Engagement Specialist to discuss your
campus’ support needs

When implementing products, we offer a
consultative approach. We know “one-sizefits-all” doesn’t fit all campuses—so choose
the option that best fits your needs.

•• Schedule the orientation or
Professional Development

 rint Product Orientation (Webinar)
•• P
•• Digital Product Orientation (Webinar)

•• Complete online registration

•• Customized Professional Development

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Critical Thinking
in the Classroom

Lean on our Customer Success team.

AMANDA DAVIS

ANNALISE HARTLEY

Product Engagement Lead

Customer Engagement Specialist

Call 800.585.5258 for more info about
implementation support
Email training@mentoringminds.com to ask
questions anytime
Find 24/7 help at mentoringminds.com/training

S
P
E
T
S
N
O
I
T
A
T
N
E
M
E
L
IMP
Get Connected
Get Started
Get Trained

Explore the 9 Traits of Critical Thinking™ and
discover how to infuse the traits into lesson
planning for all subjects at all grade levels. This
interactive training introduces practical, researchbased strategies found in Critical Thinking in
the Classroom by Sandra Love, Ed.D & Rebecca
Stobaugh, Ph.D., that equip participants to:
•• Cultivate a classroom environment of thinking
•• Model best practices of critical thinking
instruction
•• Develop an active rather than passive
learning environment
•• Employ frameworks and structures to
develop critical thinkers
 tilize Bloom’s Taxonomy and Webb’s
•• U
Depth of Knowledge

Connect with us
44
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QUOTE REQUEST FORM

Quote Request Form
Please enter the quantities you would
like quoted in the appropriate sections
and we will prepare a custom quote for
you to ensure that you receive the best
savings possible.
Completed forms can be emailed to
quotes@mentoringminds.com or faxed
to 1-800-838-8186. You can also call us
directly at 1-800-585-5258.

Quote
Contact:

With Total Motivation, one Teacher Edition is included with every 20 Student
Editions purchased.

•• Team ThinkUp!™ is a series of student activity books and
teacher guides that introduce the 9 Traits of Critical Thinking™
in cross-curricular contexts.

Total Motivation’s online platform features include whiteboard
compatibility, 1-to-1 licensing for teachers, and access to student
assignments and reporting.

Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade

Special pricing available for school- or district-wide purchases. Contact your
Account Executive for more information.
20–99
100–399
400–749
750+

•
•
•
•

$14.45 per student
$13.45 per student
$12.45 per student
Call for pricing

As low as

1245

$

Email

Student
_____
_____
_____

Teacher
_____
_____
_____

Level 4
Level 5
Level 6

Student
_____
_____
_____

Teacher
_____
_____
_____

Quote Due
As low as

Aligned to CA CCSS

Need Delivery By
Implementation Year

Level 1
Level 2
Level 3

Student
_____
_____
_____

Teacher
_____
_____
_____

Level 4
Level 5
Level 6

Student
_____
_____
_____

Campus
Information:
School

1245

$

per student

Teacher
_____
_____
_____

Grade Level 5

Student
_____

1245

$

per student

Teacher
_____

District
Zip Code

MATH
Principal
Principal Email

As low as

Assessments
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5

$

per student

Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5

_____
_____
_____
_____

math vocabulary adventure
At Mentoring Minds, we stand
behind our resources with our
Money-Back Guarantee.
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Level 1
Level 2
Level 3

4

95

READING
_____
_____
_____
_____

_____
_____
_____

Level 4
Level 5

_____
_____

Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 6
Secondary

Spanish*
_____
_____

Critical Thinking
in the Classroom

A Practitioner’s Guide

Educator Resources

$

CA CCSS Mastery Series Flip Charts
Level 1
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5
Level 6
ThinkUp! Foundations
ELEMENTARY
SECONDARY

MATH
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

Teacher $20.00 _____
Teacher $20.00 _____

ELA
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

12

95

each

$24.95

A comprehensive guide to help
teachers embed critical thinking
into K–12 instruction with over 100
practical ideas for any classroom.
$24.95 ea. _______
QTY

Principal $20.00
Principal $20.00

Critical Thinking in the Classroom: A Practitioner’s Guide

As low as

for the Next Generation™

English
_____
_____
_____
_____

per student

Name

Level 1
Level 2
Level 3

Spanish*
_____
_____
_____
_____

100

Class
Pack*

*Class Pack includes 20 Student Activity Books, one Teacher Guide and one 9 Traits of Critical Thinking
Poster. Spanish versions can be purchased in increments of 5. Special pricing available for school- or
district-wide purchases. Call for a quote.

Minimum order: 20 students per level.
$29.95 per additional teacher edition.
For larger quantities, call for pricing.

Aligned to CA CCSS

K
1
2
3

English
_____
_____
_____
_____

$

_____
_____

$24.95

_____

Critical Thinking Student Wheels & Teacher Guide | Class Pack*
Levels 1–3
$49.95
Levels 4–5
$49.95
Levels 6–12
$49.95

_____
_____
_____

“Education is not the learning of
the facts, but the training of the
mind to think.”
—Albert Einstein

NEW!

*Class Pack includes 20 Student Wheels and 1 Teacher Guide.

Critical Thinking Strategies Guide

$14.95

_____

Critical Thinking Educator Wheels
Critical Thinking Educator Wheel English
Critical Thinking Educator Wheel Spanish

$9.95
$9.95

_____
_____

DOK–RBT Wheel

$9.95

_____

Differentiated Instruction Guide

$14.95

_____

Assessments Guide

$14.95

_____

ELL Strategies Guide

$14.95

_____

Behavior Strategies Guide

$14.95

_____

Intervention Strategies Guide

$14.95

_____

Math Manipulatives Flip Chart

$24.95

_____

Multi-Tiered System of Supports Flip Chart

$24.95

_____

California Master Instructional Strategies Flip Chart

$24.95

_____

$9.95
$9.95
$9.95

_____
_____
_____

Principal Success Series Books
Best Walkthrough Practices
Critical Thinking for School Leaders
Parent, Family, and Community Engagement

Pricing subject to change without notice. Visit mentoringminds.com for current pricing and offers.

Build and customize your
own assessments.
Itematica is a comprehensive
online K–12 assessment
solution with more
than 100,000 items
written to today’s
rigorous standards.
Call for a quote.

All Mentoring Minds resources
qualify for Title I Funds. For a
full list of funding sources, visit
mentoringminds.com/funding.
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9 Traits of

Critical Thinking
The featured visual depicts the 9 Traits of Critical Thinking™. These traits can be
integrated into instruction using any order or combination of traits. By developing
the 9 traits in students and integrating the traits into the curriculum, teachers can
impact student success in thinking and learning.

Written by Sandra Love, Ed.D., | Managing Editor at Mentoring Minds

The need for critical thinking and problem-solving skills in our schools is not
denied by educators. Today, where new knowledge is rapidly accelerating and
information is instantly available, it is more important than ever that students
know how to think critically and reach reasonable solutions. Students who
display critical thinking and problem-solving skills are able to interpret and
evaluate what they read, see, and hear to effectively make the transition to
college or to the workforce and face whatever challenges life might bring.
While we see the need to include critical thinking skills,
creating a culture for thinking should be given high
priority. Students need to know that thinking is valued
and nurtured in our schools−from the conversations
heard, from the words uttered in response to their
thoughts, to the physical arrangement of classrooms,
to what is displayed, and to the roles that students
and teachers play. A climate of trust can convey
the importance of thinking in the school and even
communicate that it is safe to express one’s thoughts,
making thinking visible across the curriculum and in
social interactions.
Beyond acquisition of skills and creation of a culture
that promotes thinking, there is another consideration
that can impact deeper thinking−students should
become aware of and learn to apply attributes or
behaviors that strong thinkers exhibit. In 2017, a team
of educators from Mentoring Minds generated a list of
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traits they have observed throughout their education
careers that were indicative of students who exhibited
skillful thinking and deeper levels of thought. Based on
their varied backgrounds of teaching and leadership
experiences, elementary and secondary levels of
curricula expertise, a range of 5−38 years working
with children, observations of students, conversations
with teachers, and 7 months of focused discussions,
careful study, and deliberation, these educators
collaboratively narrowed the list to nine behaviors that
students exhibited more times than not when thinking
critically. Collectively, these nine behaviors were
titled 9 Traits of Critical Thinking™. These nine traits,
when explicitly taught, modeled, and practiced, can
guide students in becoming more successful when
engaging in cognitively demanding tasks and in social
interactions at school and in life beyond the classroom.

The identified critical thinking traits are basic to all
Mentoring Minds offers a series of resources, ThinkUp!,
learning at all levels and in all subject areas. Each trait
that target critical thinking for students and teachers.
contributes to the creation of a thoughtful
ThinkUp! Foundations includes tools to
environment that supports the
guide school leaders and teachers
development of skillful thinking.
in establishing a culture
The school leader should
conducive to thinking. To
model, support, and monitor
introduce, develop, and
Examine
I use a variety of
the development of the
infuse the traits across
methods to explore
and to analyze
traits. The responsibility
the curriculum,
Communicate
Collaborate
of the teacher is to
Team ThinkUp!
I use clear language to
I work with others to
express my ideas and to
achieve better
plan opportunities
is available.
share information
outcomes
to introduce and
This resource
emphasizes the
explicitly teach the
nine traits. The
traits in context
Adapt
Inquire
goal is to promote
with authentic
I seek information that
I adjust my actions and
activities that
these traits across
excites my curiosity and
strategies to
inspires my learning
accomplish tasks
the curriculum with
guide teachers
every student—in
in integrating
every classroom,
the traits into
at home, and in the
content and social
Create
Strive
community to help
interactions with
I use effort and
I use my knowledge and
determination to focus
imagination to express new
students and adults
students. The activity
on challenging tasks
and innovative ideas
internalize and display
book helps students
Reflect
Link
these nine traits. When
become increasingly
I review my thoughts
I apply knowledge
students are guided to practice
aware of their thinking
and experiences to
to reach new
guide my actions
understandings
better thinking in school and in
and the traits they exhibit, as
their daily lives, they will become
well as more alert to strategies for
more successful in cognitive-demanding
becoming stronger thinkers. The intent
tasks and learn to value thinking throughout their lives.
is for students to practice and skillfully apply each
trait, leading to productive and automatic applications
Learning how to think equips students with the ability to
when they encounter unknown or challenging situations
navigate challenging life circumstances.
in the classroom and in the real world.

Traits

of Critical
Thinking
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