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I huffed and puffed and blew right down,
The Piggy’s house of hay.
And then with one big breath I blew,
The Pig’s stick house away.
Little Pigs, Little Pigs, let me come in!
But that brick house, it did not fall.
It would not budge that day.
I had to ADAPT my puffing plan
To find a different way.
Little Pigs, Little Pigs, let me come in!
So politely, I knocked on the door
And said I’d like to play.
Please hold your breath and come inside,
I heard the three Pigs say.
Little Pigs, Little Pigs, they let me come in!
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Use words or drawings to write the wolf a letter.

Dear Big Bad Wolf,
You cannot blow my house down because

If your house was destroyed, how might your family adapt?
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Adapt Activity for Mathematics

How Many Pigs Can You Save?

Adapt: The Three Little Pigs
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The pigs used hay, sticks, and bricks to build their houses. How can you build a house using shapes?
Use circles
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to design a shape house.

I used

circles.

I used

rectangles.
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squares.
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Adapt Activity for Science

Huff and Puff and Blow the Objects Away!
marble

feather

paper clip

rubber band

crayon

drinking straw

tube

Adapt: The Three Little Pigs
1002300.indb 9

9
10/11/18 4:26 PM

K

Looking Inside: Teacher
Student Edition

Use words or drawings to show another way the wolf could blow the house down.
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Adapt—I adjust my actions and strategies to accomplish tasks.
Instructional Activity to Introduce the Trait Adapt
Teacher Talk:
Adapt means “to change.” Sometimes things happen and we have to change or adapt how we think or how something is used. Suppose we are all sitting in our desks
and a new student joins our class. What if there are no more desks in our classroom or the school? How might we adapt or change so that the new student has a place
to sit? Use your imagination.
Think of a way you might adapt if a task is too difficult for you. What could you do so that you will be successful? Let’s read “The Three Little Pigs” to find out how the
pigs have to adapt.

Critical Thinking Trait Adapt Indicators (Intended outcomes for students)
Students approach a problem in more than one way.

Students examine options and alternatives to find solutions to a problem.

Prompts for the Teacher to Guide Instruction and Develop the Adapt Trait
Do you model and teach students to adjust or change strategies to accomplish
a task?
Do you use the Think Aloud strategy to demonstrate for students how to give
reasons and evidence to support their thinking?
Do you guide students to recognize that there are multiple ways to solve a
problem?
Ask students what other way they might choose to ___.
Do your students exhibit a willingness to use different ways to find a solution?
Do you model this for students?

Do you guide students to look at a situation from other points of view?
How do you demonstrate appreciation for different perspectives to your
students?
Do you teach students to strive for excellence and high-quality work?
Do you use the Think Aloud strategy to help students see that there are
multiple solutions if one solution is not successful?
Do you plan learning experiences where students practice flexible thinking and
make a change when faced with difficulty?
Do you help students conclude that it is acceptable to adapt their thinking?

Strategies for the Teacher to Facilitate the Adapt Trait
Encourage multiple responses for a question or an activity by presenting a
situation that has no right or wrong answer.
Have students generate a variety of problem-solving strategies for a given
situation.
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Design activities or scenarios that require students to practice flexibility and
shift or change their thinking.
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Adapt—I adjust my actions and strategies to accomplish tasks.
Interaction with the Poem
Allow students to use rhythm sticks while reading the poem.
Invite students to use Wikki Stix or highlighter tape to identify rhyming words.
Encourage students to read the poem using the voices of the Three Little Pigs
and the Big Bad Wolf.

Ask students to blow each time they see a punctuation mark during the reading
of the poem.
Instruct students to use straws or sticks as pointers when reading the poem in
the flip book or activity book.

Questions about the Poem
Which house does the wolf blow down first?

What does the wolf mean when he says he had to ADAPT his puffing plan?

How many times does the wolf blow before the house of hay falls down?

How do you think the wolf adapted his puffing plan?

How many houses did the pigs build?

What words in the poem tell what ADAPT means?

Which house is the wolf unable to blow down? Why do you think he cannot
blow it down?

Do you believe the only reason the wolf wants inside the pigs’ houses is to
play? Why or why not?

What does it mean to huff and puff?

How did the wolf knock on the door? Demonstrate what you think that looked like.

Who is telling the story of the Three Little Pigs in the poem?

What do the pigs tell the wolf he must do if he wants to come inside? Why?

What is another way the wolf could blow a house down?

Questions about the Fable
What three materials do the pigs use to build their houses?

What might you say to the Big Bad Wolf if he came to your house?

What is another name for hay that is used in some versions of The Three
Little Pigs?

Do you think a wolf can really blow down a house? Why or why not?

What excuses might the wolf give the three pigs so that they will let him in
their houses?

Which type of house (hay, sticks, bricks) would be the most difficult to build?
Why do you think that?

Do you think it is always best to have a brick house? Why or why not?

Explain how you might use hay to build a house.

Without using hay, sticks, or bricks, what type of house might you build to keep
the wolf out?
The Three Little Pigs—Student Activity Book
The back of the poem in the Student Activity Book features an activity that extends student thinking about the trait in the poem. The activity is flexible and invites partner
or small-group interaction and opportunities for home connections.
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I huffed and puffed and blew right down,
The Piggy’s house of hay.
And then with one big breath I blew,
The Piggy’s stick house away.
Little Pigs, Little Pigs, let me come in!
But that brick house, it did not fall.
It would not budge that day.
I had to ADAPT my puffing plan
To find a different way.
Little Pigs, Little Pigs, let me come in!
So politely, I knocked on the door
And said I’d like to play.
Please hold your breath and come inside,
I heard the three Piggies say.
Little Pigs, Little Pigs, they let me come in!
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Adapt—I adjust my actions and strategies to accomplish tasks.
Literacy Connection Activities
Have students listen to and compare several versions of The Three Little Pigs.
Guide students to identify how each pig adapted his house to avoid the wolf.

Guide students to use rhythm sticks to count syllables in words. Ask for
suggestions of other ways to count syllables.

Direct students to write sight words on craft sticks to build fluency. Allow
students time to practice reading the words with partners.

Write words from the poem on small squares of paper. Invite students to read the
words and then blow the word squares off the desk. Ask: Does this work well?
What could we do that might work better (e.g., fold paper, wad paper)?

Have students create illustrations or gather props to use for retelling the story.
Invite several students to use their illustrations to retell the story to the class.

Have students tell partners the story of The Three Little Pigs from the wolf’s
point of view.

Mathematics Connection Activities
Have students stand and form a circle, and provide them with inflated balloons.
Instruct students to tap the balloons a called number of times without allowing
the balloons to touch the ground. Direct students to change strategies and
blow on the balloons to keep them in the air.
Allow students to use blocks, sticks, cards, and pattern blocks to create
different types of houses. Ask: Does each house offer protection from the wolf?
What could we change to make each house safer?

Guide students to follow the recipe to make Three Pigs Trail Mix.

• 1 scoop chocolate chunks (bricks)
• 1 scoop stick pretzels (sticks)
• 1 scoop potato sticks (hay)

Say: Imagine the store is sold out of chocolate chunks. How might we adapt
our recipe? What might we use as bricks in our trail mix?
Have students build bundles of 10 straws. Use the bundles to practice counting
by tens. Ask: What else could we use to practice counting by tens?

Apply the Adapt Trait in Mathematics—Student Activity Book
Provide students with pink paint and large marshmallows to use as stamps to represent pigs. Have students predict how many “pigs” will fit in one of the houses on the
student activity page. Instruct students to dip the marshmallows in the paint and stamp the “pigs” in the first house. Ask students to think of ways to adapt the activity so
that more pigs can fit in the house by brainstorming other objects that might be used as stamps.
Direct students to use the erasers on the ends of their pencils as stamps in the second house. Lead students to discuss how adapting the activity saved more pigs from
the wolf.
The back of the page features an activity that extends student thinking about the trait or the poem. The activity is flexible and invites partner or small-group interaction
and opportunities for home connections.

12

MND_Grade K_TE.indb 12

Kindergarten Teacher Guide

10/18/18 11:42 AM

K

Looking Inside: Teacher Edition

Apply Adapt Trait in Mathematics

How Many Pigs Can You Save?

Adapt
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Science Connection Activities
Have students use a variety of objects to build houses (e.g., sugar cubes,
LEGO® bricks, crackers, straws, sticks). Ask students to adapt their thinking to
brainstorm ways to make their houses wind- and rainproof.
Provide a variety of objects (e.g., feather, cotton ball, sheet of paper, balloon,
noodle). Ask students to predict which object will travel the greatest distance
when blown. Help students check, compare, and discuss their predictions. Ask:
What could be changed so that an object travels farther or faster?
Have students complete K-W-L charts on wolves and pigs. Read aloud
nonfiction books about wolves and pigs to learn new information about the
animals. Invite students to share if they learned something that changed what
they already knew about wolves or pigs.
2

Help students make bricks by mixing 1 cup dirt or sand with __
3 cup water.
Instruct students to press the mixture into ice cube trays and allow to dry.
Guide students to carefully remove the bricks from the ice trays. Allow students
to use the bricks for building. Discuss when this composition might not work.
Ask: Could you adapt the composition? Explain.

Allow students to complete T-charts labeled Moves and Does Not Move. Have
students test several objects (e.g., feathers, paper, fabric, straw, coins, popcorn,
crayons) to see if the objects will move across the surface when students blow
on them. Instruct students to glue or illustrate the objects in the appropriate
columns. Ask: If blowing did not move the objects, what might be used to make
the objects move across the surface? Direct students to test the suggestions.
Remind students that one pig built a house of hay, and the wolf was able to
easily blow the house down. Ask: What could the little pig have done to the
hay to make it stronger so that the wolf might not be able to blow the house
down?
Inform students that one pig built a house of sticks, and the wolf was also able
to blow that house down. Ask: What could the little pig have done to the stick
house to prevent the wolf from blowing it down?

Apply the Adapt Trait in Science—Student Activity Book
Using drinking straws, have students count the number of puffs required to blow the objects off the activity pages. Ask students to record the numbers on the
student activity pages. Instruct students to repeat the process using paper towel tubes. Ask: How do you use the adapt trait? Does blowing through a
different-sized tube change the results? Explain.
The back of the page features an activity that extends student thinking about the trait or the poem. The activity is flexible and invites partner or small-group interaction
and opportunities for home connections.

Home Connection Activities
Encourage children to share the poem located in the activity book with their
parents or caregivers.

• First Reading—The parent reads the poem aloud to the child.
• Second Reading—The parent reads the poem aloud and invites the child
to join the reading.

Hold a parent orientation to demonstrate this procedure, the types of
questions to ask, and other ways to interact with the poem or the featured trait.
Developing a school and parent partnership demonstrates to children that their
parents value learning. Parental engagement in the home can impact student
success.

• Third Reading—The child and parent read the poem together. The child
responds to questions about the poem or different lines in the poem.
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Apply Adapt Trait in Science

Huff and Puff and Blow the Objects Away!
marble

feather

paper clip

rubber band

crayon

drinking straw

tube
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